Organic (and related) Provisions of the 
Senate Farm Bill Chairman’s Mark, (released on July 31, 2026)

Click HERE for legislative text.
Click HERE for a title-by-title summary.
Click HERE for a section-by-section.
Click HERE for an overview.


Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Sec. 2202 Establishment and Administration 
• Ensures that producers who have Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) contracts may also participate in the Conservation Loan Program to pay for the same practice. 
• Subsection (a) streamlines USDA authorities for the implementation of EQIP to improve irrigation practice implementation. 
• Subsection (a) allows EQIP cost-share for grasslands CRP contracts that support wildlife corridors. 
• Subsection (b) extends the 50 percent reservation of funding from the program for practices relating to livestock production, including grazing management practices. 
• Subsection (c) supports upland wildlife habitat in EQIP. 
• Subsection (d) increases certain payment limits for Water Conservation and Irrigation Efficiency contracts, improving irrigation implementation and limiting requirements on producers. 
• Subsection (e) extends the payment limit for the EQIP Organic set-aside. (No change) 
• Subsection (f) reduces requirements and streamlines the EQIP program for producers.

Sec. 7209 Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative 
• Reauthorizes appropriations for the organic agriculture research and extension initiative.  (No increase in mandatory funding for OREI, which remains level at $50 million annually). 

Sec. 10105 National Organic Program 
• Increases authorizations of appropriations for the National Organic Program.  
$26,000,000 for fiscal year 2027; 
$28,000,000 for fiscal year 2028; 
$30,000,000 for fiscal year 2029; 
$32,000,000 for fiscal year 2030; and
$34,000,000 for fiscal year 2031.
• Authorizes the Secretary to provide technical assistance, education, and outreach to organic farmers. Includes a provision authorizing USDA to “enter into cooperative agreements with nonprofit organizations to provide regionally-specific training, education, and outreach.” 

Sec. 10106 National Organic Certification Cost-Share Program 
• Adds an authorization of appropriations of up to $8 million annually to supplement the mandatory funding for the National Organic Certification Cost-Share Program.  But the bill includes no new mandatory funding for the NOCCSP, which remains at $8 million annually. 
• Requires GAO to assess the impact the program has had on the rising cost of organic certification and submit a report summarizing the findings. The specific legislative language for the study is:
GAO ASSESSMENT.— 
‘‘(A) EFFICACY STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the United States shall conduct a study to assess the impact that the program has had on the rising cost of organic certification. 
‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after the date of enactment of this paragraph, the Comptroller General of the United States shall submit to the Committee on Agriculture,  Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate and the 6 Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives a report that summarizes the findings of the study conducted under subparagraph (A).’’

Sec. 10110 Organic Inputs Verification 
• Directs USDA to report on residue testing of imported organic feedstuffs, carry out residue testing for covered organic feedstuffs annually, and take corrective action if prohibited substances are detected at an unpermitted level.

Sec. 10112 National Organic Program Oversight Protocols and Inspection Requirements 
• Directs USDA to complete a study on risk-based oversight protocols, examine the feasibility of reforms, and provide a report to Congress and the public. 
• Requires the Secretary to consult with organic stakeholders and the National Organic Standards Board in conducting the study. 
• Authorizes the Secretary to issue regulations on risk-based oversight based on the study and consultation with Congress. 
• Gives the Secretary the authority to modernize the USDA inspection requirements for U.S.-based organic operations based on the information obtained through the study. 
Here’s the legislative language for this provision:

SEC. 10112. NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM OVERSIGHT PROTOCOLS AND INSPECTION REQUIRE3 MENTS.  
(a) DEFINITIONS OF RISK TO ORGANIC INTEGRITY AND OVERSIGHT PROTOCOLS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2103 of the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6502) is  amended— 
(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2), (3), 10 and (6) through (22) as paragraphs (3), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10), (11), (12), (13), (15), (17), (18), (20), (21), (22), (23), (25), (26), and (27), respectively, and moving all paragraphs of that section so as to appear in numerical order; 
(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the following: 
‘‘(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—The term ‘appropriate committees of Congress’ means— 
‘‘(A) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate; and  
‘‘(B) the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives.’’; 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (13) (as so redesignated) the following: 
‘‘(14) NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM.—The term ‘national organic program’ means the national organic program established under this title.’’; 
(D) by inserting after paragraph (15) (as so redesignated) the following: 
‘‘(16) NATIONAL ORGANIC STANDARDS BOARD.—The term ‘National Organic Standards Board’ means the National Organic Standards Board established under section 2119.’’; 
(E) by inserting after paragraph (18) (as so redesignated) the following: 
‘‘(19) OVERSIGHT PROTOCOLS.—The term ‘oversight protocols’ means the regulations, policies, and procedures issued by the Secretary under the authorities provided by sections 2104, 2107, 2114, 2115, 2116, and 2120.’’; and 
(F) by inserting after paragraph (23) (as so redesignated) the following: 
‘‘(24) RISK TO ORGANIC INTEGRITY.—The term ‘risk to organic integrity’ means the likelihood that a product marketed as organically produced is, or contains, an agricultural product that—  ‘‘(A) was not produced utilizing a system of organic farming in compliance with this title; or  ‘‘(B) was not processed in compliance with this title.’’. 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 2104(c) of the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6503(c)) is amended by striking ‘‘established under section 2119’’. 
(B) Section 2107 of the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6506) (as amended by section 10105(a)) is amended— 
(i) in subsection (c)(1), in the matter preceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘established under this title’’; and 
(ii) in subsection (d)(2)(A)(ii), by striking ‘‘established under section 2119’’. 
(C) Section 2115(c) of the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6514(c)) is amended by striking ‘‘established under this title’’. 
(D) Section 2123(b) of the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6522(b)) is amended, in the matter preceding paragraph 
(1), by striking ‘‘established under this title’’. 
(b) STUDY AND REFORM OF NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM OVERSIGHT PROTOCOLS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 is amended by inserting after section 2122A (7 U.S.C. 6521a) the following:  
‘‘SEC. 2122B. STUDY AND REFORM OF NATIONAL ORGANIC 5 PROGRAM OVERSIGHT PROTOCOLS. 
‘‘(a) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this section, the Secretary shall complete a comprehensive study for the purpose of determining whether the establishment of oversight protocols based on risk to organic integrity and the implementation of related reforms are necessary and appropriate. 
‘‘(b) ELEMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In conducting the study under subsection (a), the Secretary shall examine the feasibility of, opportunities for, and implications of, implementing oversight protocols that— ‘‘(A) are based on risk to organic integrity; 
‘‘(B) include differential treatment of noncompliance that increases the risk to organic integrity versus noncompliance that does not increase the risk to organic integrity; 
‘‘(C) utilize common organic plans under section 2114 that are aligned with the risk to organic integrity; 
‘‘(D) include a multi-tiered approach to certification aligned with the risk to organic integrity and the scale of the organic operation;
‘‘(E) provide for increased guidance and interpretations of standards and criteria established under this title, to be provided by the national organic program to— 
‘‘(i) certifying agents; 
‘‘(ii) certified organic farms; and 
‘‘(iii) certified organic handling operations; and 
‘‘(F) include virtual inspections as described in subsection (e)(4). 
‘‘(2) CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT FACTORS.—In carrying out paragraph (1), the Secretary shall, with respect to certified organic farms, certified organic handling operations, and certifying agents, take into account— 
‘‘(A) the scope of certification or accreditation of each entity; 
‘‘(B) the scale and complexity of each entity; 
‘‘(C) the domestic or international location of each entity; 
‘‘(D) the history of compliance of each entity; and
‘‘(E) other relevant factors. 
‘‘(c) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after the 5 date of enactment of this section, the Secretary shall submit to the appropriate committees of Congress, and make publicly available on the website of the Department of Agriculture, a report describing the findings of the study conducted under subsection (a). 
‘‘(d) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the study under subsection (a), the Secretary shall consult with— 
‘‘(1) the National Organic Standards Board; 
‘‘(2) certifying agents; 
‘‘(3) certified organic farms; 
‘‘(4) certified organic handling operations; 
‘‘(5) consumers of organically produced agricultural products; and 
‘‘(6) other relevant stakeholders. 
‘‘(e) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
‘‘(1) OVERSIGHT PROTOCOLS.—Based on the findings described in the report under subsection (c), and after consultation with the appropriate committees of Congress, the Secretary may promulgate regulations to establish or modify oversight protocols under this title that the Secretary determines are necessary and appropriate, subject to the condition that such regulations— 
‘‘(A) maintain strong organic integrity; 
‘‘(B) support a resilient domestic organic sector; and 
‘‘(C) are consistent with the requirements of this title. 
‘‘(2) PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD.—Any rulemaking proceeding relating to the promulgation of regulations under paragraph (1) shall include a public comment period of not less than 90 days. ‘‘(3) REDUCING OVERSIGHT COSTS; PRIORITIZATION.—In promulgating regulations under paragraph (1), the Secretary may seek— 
‘‘(A) to reduce oversight costs and administrative burdens for certified organic farms, certified organic handling operations, and certifying agents that present a lower risk to organic integrity; or
‘‘(B) to prioritize oversight resources for activities that present a higher risk to organic integrity. ‘‘(4) LIMITED VIRTUAL INSPECTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary determines, based on the study, report, and consultation required under subsections (a) through (d) and paragraph (1), that it would be appropriate to allow certifying agents to conduct a limited number of annual inspections under section  2107(a)(5) virtually pursuant to the protocol described in subparagraph (B), the Secretary may, subject to all other requirements of this subsection, include in any regulations promulgated under paragraph (1) provisions allowing for the use of virtual inspections consistent with that protocol. 
‘‘(B) INSPECTION PROTOCOL.—The protocol referred to in subparagraph (A) is the following: ‘‘(i) In the case of a farm or handling operation site located outside the United States, all inspections shall be conducted on-site. 
‘‘(ii) In the case of a farm or handling operation site located in the United States, inspections shall be conducted on-site once every 3 years with intervening annual inspections being conducted on-site or virtually based on the risk to organic integrity at the farm or handling operation site, as determined by the Secretary. 
‘‘(iii) In the case of a handling operation that acquires but does not physically receive, process, package, or store organic products, inspections shall be conducted through inspection methods, including virtual methods, that provide sufficient assurance of compliance with this title, as determined by the Secretary. 
‘‘(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section limits the authority of the Secretary to enforce compliance with this title to protect organic integrity.’’. 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 2107(a) of the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6506(a)) is amended by striking paragraph (5) and inserting the following: 
‘‘(5) provide for annual inspections by the certifying agent of each farm and handling operation that has been certified under this title, which shall be conducted— 
‘‘(A) on-site; or 
‘‘(B) if the Secretary has promulgated regulations under section 2122B(e) allowing for the limited use of virtual inspections, pursuant to those regulations.’’. 
(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of contents in section 1(b) of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (Public Law 101– 624; 104 Stat. 3370) is amended by striking the item relating to section 2123 and inserting the following: 
‘‘Sec. 2122A. Organic agricultural product imports interagency working group. 
‘‘Sec. 2122B. Study and reform of national organic program oversight protocols. 
‘‘Sec. 2123. Funding.’’. 

Sec. 10113 Study on Barriers to Participation in Department of Agriculture Programs Faced by Certified Organic Farms and Farms Interested in Transitioning to Organic Production 
• Requires USDA to complete a study and report on barriers to participation in Department programs faced by certified organic farms and farms that may be interested in transitioning to organic production, and submit annual updates for each of the first three years following the submission of the original report.

Sec. 11014 Research and Development 
• Requires the FCIC to conduct (or contract) research and development on new or improved crop insurance policies and report findings to Congress, including organic producer participation barriers, wine grapes (wildfire smoke exposure), mushrooms, an index-based frost, freeze, cold-weather policy for a range of specialty crops, blueberries, and double and rotational cropping of cold-vernalization oilseed crops.


Miscellaneous Non-Organic Provisions that May Be of Interest to NOC members:

Sec. 7208 High-Priority Research and Extension Initiatives 
• Creates new high-priority research and extension priorities for coffee plants, macadamia trees, PFAS, peanut aflatoxin, biochar, spotted wing drosophila, spotted lanternfly control, wheat resiliency, invasive species, aquaculture, artificial intelligence, white oak, sunflower breeding, equine health, grazing for wildfire mitigation, and emerging tickborne livestock diseases. 
• Reauthorizes appropriations for high-priority research and extension initiatives.

Sec. 7508 Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 
• Updates priority areas to include regionally adapted cultivar and breed development, shellfish, biochar, precision agriculture, controlled environment agriculture, artificial intelligence, reducing food loss and waste, tools for farm business, marketing, and financial management, and workforce training and development. 
• Broadens grant eligibility to allow community and junior colleges to carry out workforce training, education, and research priorities. 
• Reauthorizes appropriations for the agriculture and food research initiative.

Sec. 4303 Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program Reauthorization 
• Expands what an eligible entity must prescribe from just “fresh fruits and vegetables” to “all forms of fruits, vegetables, and legumes.”

Sec. 4107 Approval of Retail Food Stores and Wholesale Food Concerns 
• Ensures retailers solely operating the SNAP online purchasing initiative adhere to applications and processes that uphold the program’s integrity.

Sec. 12603 Dairy Business Innovation Initiatives 
• Increases the authorization of appropriations for the Dairy Business Innovation (DBI) Initiatives from $20 million to $36 million per fiscal year.

Sec. 4306 Strengthening Local Food Security Program 
• Requires the Secretary to establish a program for entering into cooperative agreements with eligible entities to strengthen local and regional food producers by authorizing $200 million in discretionary funding for fiscal years 2027 through 2031.

Sec. 1302 Supplemental Agricultural Disaster Assistance 
• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP): Expands eligibility to include unweaned livestock. Specifies that predation by Mexican Gray Wolves and panthers are eligible for LIP. Codifies weight categories of under and over 400 pounds for calves to more accurately compensate ranchers with calf losses. Clarifies that documentation establishing either the probable occurrence or confirmation of an animal or avian attack satisfies the requirements for payment eligibility.   
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP): Expands ELAP's use-of-funds authority to cover transportation costs for hauling feed and water and adds adverse weather and drought as loss causes. Establishes winter stockpile grazing losses as a new ELAP-eligible loss category.

Sec. 2403 Establishment and Review of Conservation Practice Standards 
• Requires the Secretary to allow for public input during the review of conservation practice standards and publicly post comments received and decisions made in response to these comments. 
• Paragraph (3) creates a public and transparent practice establishment process for programs. This process must allow for state and local flexibility and ensure that innovative technologies like precision agriculture technologies, biological sources of fertilizer and perennial production systems are prioritized. USDA must solicit input from State Technical Committees and allow for public submission of practices for consideration as interim conservation practice standards. USDA is required to publicize information on what constitutes a conservation practice and the data and metrics necessary to consider new practice standards.

Sec. 10201 Biostimulants 
• Excludes plant biostimulants from regulation under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) by amending the definition of plant regulator. 
• Defines plant biostimulant, nutritional chemical, vitamin hormone product, and plant incorporated protectant.
